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The Frontline in the Battle Against Disease...
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"When you realize the work you are doing will enhance the quality of a patient's Iife
or delay his/her entry into advanced care, it makes all the effort worthwhile,”
Dr. Ray W. Wood, Vice President
Pharmaceutical and Analytical Research and Development
Eisai Incorporated

written by Amy Lorenti photograpy by Bryan Regan

Though known the world over for drugs such as Aricept®
for treating Alzheimer’s and Aciphex® used to treat acid
reflux disease, Eisai’s corporate mission—and the per-
sonal mission of its scientists and professionals based in
Research Triangle Park, N.C.—involve much more than
these two therapies.

Dr. Ray Wood, Eisai’s vice president of pharmaceutical
and analytical research and development puts it this way,
“Eisai’s mission is to develop, manufacture and provide
innovative medicines that meet the unmet medical needs
of patients. Our goal is to improve the quality of life for
them as well as for their families.” Dr. Wood experienced
his own father’s battle with Alzheimer’s so he understands
not only how the patient is affected, but also how the dis-
ease can devastate families. He adds, "When you have an
opportunity to develop a medicine like Aricept to delay a
patient’s entry into a nursing home, it is very motivating.”

Aricept is the number one Alzheimer's therapy
drug prescribed worldwide. A progressive brain disease,
Alzheimer’s affects 4.5 million Americans—one out of
10 people past the age of 65 develop the disease, with the
number increasing to five out of 10 for people over the
age of 85. It gradually destroys a person’s memory, his/her

ability to learn, to reason, to communicate and to carry
out daily functions. There is no cure.

Dr. Wood believes that making a significant difference
in the quality of life for people suffering from degenera-
tive diseases such as Alzheimer’s, cancer, sepsis and epi-
lepsy is what drives the people at Eisai. “We have first-rate
staff in the manufacturing and packaging areas as well as
the research and development departments. [t is inspiring
for us to see our people generate and institutionalize new
knowledge, solve challenging problems and utilize effective
teamwork to contribute to Eisai's human health care mis-
sion,” states Dr. Wood.

Originally from Fredericton, a city in the Maritime
Provinces on the east coast of Canada, Dr. Wood says
science was very much a part of his life growing up. Dr.
Wood’s father, an analytical chemist himself, shared his
passion with his son. “I remember conversations I had with
my father and visits I made to his laboratories. They really
sparked my interest in chemistry.”

After receiving a B.S. in chemistry from the University
of New Brunswick, and a M.8. in pharmacy from Dalhou-
sie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Ray Wood moved to
Madison, Wi. in 1979 for his Ph.D. in pharmaceutics. He






